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history of a period of thirty-four years, and these two volumes cover a 
space of but five years. There is thus room for life-size portraits and 
minute description and characterization. It may suggest itself to our 
readers, that, if all history is to be written thus, the student would need 
the age of an antediluvian to make himself master of it. We reply, 
that the student learns more of man and of Providence from the thor- 
ough laying open of a single eventful period, in the way of which we 
have so admirable an example before us, than he could gather from a 
library full of what are called condensed and comprehensive histories, 
which bear the same relation to history proper that an index bears to 
the volume to which it is appended. Moreover, with the multitude 
and accessibleness of reference-books in our day, there is not the need 
that there was a half-century ago for committing to memory names, 
dates, military details, and the like ; and the time that was wont to be 
given to this no longer useful labor may well be bestowed on histories 
worthy of the name. 



24. — The History of Cape Cod. The Annals of Barnstable County, 
including the District of Mashpee. By Frederick Freeman. 
Vol. I. Boston : 1860. 8vo. pp. 803. 

What we have just said about the study of history applies with no 
little force to limitedly local histories like the one which we have now 
taken up. Nothing is wanting to the general usefulness of a town or 
county history, except a general interest in the place and its inhab- 
itants. The minute insight which such a work gives us into motives 
and character, the detailed view of one of the laboratories for the 
formation of generals, statesmen, and scholars, the inspection of the 
separate elements thrown together into the caldron of revolution, with 
the progressive action of each on each, and of the fire on each and all, 
— these are profoundly instructive to him who would understand well 
his own species, or any one of its larger or smaller subdivisions. As 
we would have the student of geography commence with the descrip- 
tion of his own native neighborhood, street, town, with the nearest 
rivers and mountains, and thence derive standards of measurement and 
estimate to be carried through all terrestrial spaces, so it would be 
well for the student of history to begin with his own birthplace, to 
learn how human nature has been developed, transmitted, and modified 
there, and to pass thence gradually to the affairs of nations and races. 
And we know not a better book to begin with than this ; for though 
we are not all natives of Cape Cod, many of us are, and every 
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New-Englander feels a property in the Cape, both because it was al- 
most the cradle — the ante-cunabula — of our colonial infancy, and 
because it has been the nurse of so many strong, honest, clear- 
minded, great-hearted men among the dwellers in all our principal 
towns and cities, and especially among our merchants and shipmasters. 
Mr. Freeman has done his work loyally, lovingly, and well. He 
shows us not Barnstable County alone, but that county as influenced 
by, and in its measure influencing, the State and the nation. He thus 
blends general with local history in the precise way and degree in 
which they are actually blended in the progress of events. He gives 
in their proper places brief biographies of the best and the most distin- 
guished men, together with several well-engraved portraits. The his- 
tory of the Mashpee Indians forms a separate chapter, and it is the 
most instructive chapter in the volume, ■ — sadly so indeed ; for it im- 
presses us with the belief that, even without the national crimes which 
cast such deep shadows on the Indian history of the United States, 
irreversible laws, written in the very nature of the aborigines, preclude 
their civilization as a pure and unmixed race. 

The volume closes with an index of subjects, and another of names. 
The second volume is to be devoted to the annals of the individual 
towns. 

25. — Travels in the Regions of the Upper and Lower Amoor and the 
Russian Acquisitions on the Confines of India and China. With 
Adventures among the Mountain Kirghis ; and the Manjours, Man- 
yargs, Toungous, Touzemts, Goldi, and Gelyahs ; the Hunting and 
Pastoral Tribes. By Thomas Witlam Atkinson, F. G. S., 
F. B. G. S., Author of " Colonial and Western Siberia." With a 
Map and Numerous Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 
1860. 8vo. pp. 448. 

The rising commercial importance of the regions here described 
attaches great interest and value to this work, which is worth none the 
less for Mr. Atkinson's appetency for " adventures." He has evidently 
omitted no opportunities of acquainting himself with all the forms of 
nature, animal life, and human society to which he could find access ; 
and we have every reason to believe him a faithful historiographer of 
his own experiences. There is indeed a greater affluence of detail than 
all his readers require, as also a deficiency of such general views as 
many of them would gladly see presented ; while we detect not a little 
of the egotism quite pardonable in the explorer of almost unknown 
regions. But these are matters of taste ; while beyond question Mr. 
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